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GENERAL REGULATIONS 
ELIGIBLE SCHOOLS 

All members of the North Dakota High School Activities Association regardless of class of school. 
 
ELIGIBILITY RULES APPLICABLE TO FORENSICS/DRAMA 

Rule 1: the student shall not compete for more than four seasons in  any one branch of 
interscholastic contests, provided that competition while in the seventh and/or eighth grade shall not 
constitute one of the four seasons. 
Note: Students below seventh grade shall not be eligible to compete in NDHSAA contests. 

Rule 2: A student shall not be a graduate of a four-year high school higher rank than a secondary 
school, except in the case of an accelerated student doing work in an institution of higher rank.  Such 
student shall continue to qualify for high school in competition, if taking four or more high school 
subjects in the high school in which he/she is enrolled and fulfilling all other eligibility requirements. 

Rule 3: A student shall be doing passing work in at least twenty hours per week, the passing 
grade to be computed from the opening of the semester and to relate to such a subjects only as 
severally and individually shall have credit value of one half unit per semester.  (For accelerated 
students, a school may count a maximum of 2 four-semester hour college classes as part of their 20 
hours per week.) 

Rule 4: A student shall not be a graduate of a four-year high school course, nor graduate of a 
senior high school offering three courses comprising the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades.  Neither 
shall he/she compete after having earned credits sufficient to meet the graduating requirements in any 
course of study prescribed by the school he/she is to represent unless such credits have been earned in 
less than eight semesters of school attendance. 

Rule 5: A student shall not be eligible to compete in interscholastic activities on or after the day 
on which the 20th anniversary of his/her birthday occurs. 

Rule 6: After attending the first semester of the ninth grade, a student shall have at least four-
half-units earned and recorded at the close of the first semester in which he/she was enrolled as a 
student, thirty days or more of attendance or participation in interscholastic competition within any 
shorter period being sufficient to constitute enrollment in a semester. 

Rule 7: A student shall have been in attendance in the school he/see represents for hundred 180 
school days upon transferring from another unless his/her parents have become residents of the district 
to which he/she transferred or the school from which he/she transferred does not offer work of the 
corresponding year in which he/ she is ranked. 

NOTE ON HOME SCHOOL STUDENTS: A student receiving home education may participate in 
extracurricular activities either under the auspices of the student's resident public school district or 
under the auspices of an approved nonpublic school, if permitted by the administrator of that school. 

NOTE: To be eligible for State competition even at the sub-varsity level, student Congress and 
debate students cannot  use the transfer exception found in the By-laws in reference to eligibility for 
some varsity competition. 

Rule 8:  A student shall have been in attendance as many school days as he/she missed at the 
opening of the semester, provided, however, that his/her enrollment has not been made at the opening 
of the semester, provided, however, that he/she shall have made such enrollment and began regular 
work prior to the eleventh day of the semester. 

Rule 9:   A student shall not participate in any interscholastic contest after his/her eighth 
semester in high school unless he/she is under 18 years of age, nor after his/her seventh semester if the 
seventh and eighth are not consecutive. 
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Rule 10: The use or possession of tobacco, alcohol, nonprescription steroids or any controlled 
substance as defined by North Dakota law is prohibited.  Any extracurricular participant who is in 
violation of the foregoing shall be suspended upon official notification from the school administration 
from participation in interscholastic contests or activities for a minimum period of six consecutive school 
weeks for the first offense and a period of 18 consecutive school weeks for any subsequent offense. 

Note: All Eligibility Rules are in effect for speech except for amateur rules (Section IX).  Schools 
and individuals are also expected to conform to the Award Rule is outlined in Article VIII of the bylaws. 
 
ADMINISTRATION OF CONTESTS 

Board of Directors of the North Dakota High School Activities Association is the final authority in 
the administration of all regional, state and qualifying contests and festivals. 

Ten regional committees in Class B schools and two regional committees in Class A schools 
elected by the schools of the region. 

An advisory speech committee to cooperate with the Board of Directors in the organization and 
administration of the speech program for the state. 
 
SANCTIONING OF INVITATIONAL CONTESTS 

Schools do not have to formally sanction state held contests, but coaches are urged to submit 
their contests dates to Brian Bubach so a state schedule can be published in issues of the Bulletin. 

Universities/colleges must request sanction for contests that will have out-of-state schools. 
Schools must request permission to attend tournaments that are more than 600 round-trip 

miles. 
EXCEPTION: 

Debate teams from member schools may attend tournaments in bordering states or provinces.  
! ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜ 
team to be date beyond a bordering state or province.  Special permission will not be granted beginning 
with the first date a Policy and/or Lincoln-Douglas debate or Public Forum Tournament is held North 
Dakota, and students may only debate under the auspices of their high school from this first North  
Dakota tournament through the State Debate Tournament. 
 
CLASSIFICATION OF SCHOOLS IN SPEECH CONTESTS 

A School ς One of the 18 high schools placed in this group by assignment or choice. 
B School -- any school other than an A school. 

 
ADMINISTRATION OF CONTESTS 
Duties of Regional Committee: 

1.  Elect one new committee member each year and report personnel to the Association 
Secretary by May 15 of each school year.  
2.  Appoint a contest manager and delegate to him all necessary power to conduct these events.  
3.  INVITE MUSIC AND SPEECH DIRECTORS AND MANAGERS TO THE SPRING MEETING TO 
PROPERLY ORGANIZE FOR THE NEXT YEAR. 
4.  Set dates of regional events subject to restrictions placed by Board of Directors.  
5.  Arrange for judges to be used at regional level in consultation with regional manager.  Judges 
should be from outside the region if possible.  
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тΦ  LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƭƭ ǘŀōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ with the 
Association office. 
8.  TO QUALIFY FOR STATE COMPETITION, A SCHOOL MUST PARTICIPATE IN ITS REGION AS 

SCHEDULED AND NOT IN ANY OTHER REGIONAL CONTESTS OR AT ANY OTHER TIME.  NOTE:  IF A 
SCHOOL IS UNABLE TO ATTEND THE REGIONAL TOURNAMENT BECAUSE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, THEY 
MUST OFFICIALLY NOTIFY THE TOURNAMENT MANAGER BEFORE THE TIME OF REGISTRATION THAT 
THEY CANNOT ATTEND.  IF THIS IS DONE, THAT SCHOOL MAY SEND DULY REGISTERED STUDENTS TO 
THE STATE TOURNAMENT WHO ARE STATE QUALITY CONTESTANTS BASED ON INVITATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT PERFORMANCES AND AS AGREED UPON BY THE COACH AND THE NDHSAA.  The number 
sent shall be no more than the number qualified for state by the first place team in that region. 
 

9.  Policy Concerning the Physically Challenged 
     Managers and coaches are requested to accommodate the physically challenged as follows: 
1.  Advice coaches that they must indicate on their registration forms if they have students that 
have special needs so advance preparation can be made in having performance areas in 
handicapped accessible areas, etc.  
2.  At judges/coaches meetings (invitationals), it is the duty of the coach and manager to make 
judges aware physical challenges on a student of which a judge may not be able to easily detect. 

a.  If the student does not want anyone to know his/her handicap, the student must 
except full responsibility for critical comments made in reference to same. 
b.  Remind judges that they  must give a recognizable physically challenged student 
reasonable leniency concerning rules specific to gestures, eye contact, holding of the 
script, etc.  If the student is challenged in such a way that she/he could not adhere to 
that rule in the strictest sense. 
c.  A script or note cards in Braille or in large print must be held at the student is 
physically capable. 

 
Duties of Regional Manager: (SEE PAGE 11) 
Regional Contests: 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŘǘŀǘŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΥ 
Contest deadlines are as follows: 
Class B plays-November 15, 2008 
Class A Speech-April 4, 2009 
Class B Speech-April 9, 2009 

 
CLASS A SPEECH REGIONS     ( ) ς Number indicates actual 
        Participating schools 
EAST REGION 

Schools:  (9) Devils Lake, Fargo North, Fargo Shanley, Fargo South, Grand Forks Central, Grand 
Forks Red River, Valley City, Wahpeton, West Fargo. 

WEST REGION 
 {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΥ όфύ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΣ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎΣ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴΣ WŀƳŜǎǘƻǿƴΣ aŀƴŘŀƴΣ 
Minot, TMCHS (Belcourt), Williston. 
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CLASS B PLAY REGIONS 

The following is a regional alignment for Class B One-Act Play competition which is again in 
November for the school year.  Please note that your school may have been reassigned.  All schools are 
asked to notify the NDHSAA if your school is not listed below and needs to be assigned a region or is 
listed below, but does not plan to participate. 

*Note: If your school is not listed and you plan to participate, notify the NDHSAA by September 
1st and you will be assigned a region. 

REGION I ς (8)  Fairmount, Hankinson, Lidgerwood, Lisbon, Milnor, North Sargent (Gwinner), 
Sargent Central, Wyndmere 

REGION II ς (10)  Cavalier, Central Cass, Enderlin, Fargo Oak Grove, Hillsboro, Hope-Page, 
Kindred, May-Port CG, Richland, Northern Cass 

REGION III ς (9)  Cavalier, Drayton/St. Thomas, Lakota, Langdon, Larimore, Northwood/Hatton, 
Park River, Thompson, Fordville-Lankin 

REGION IV ς (9) Bottineau, Harvey, Leeds, Maddock, Rolette, Rugby, Starkweather, St. John, 
Wolford 

REGION V ς (8) Barnes County North, Carrington, Dakota Prairie, Fessenden-Bowdon, Griggs 
County Central, Kensal, Litchville-Marion,  New Rockford-Sheyenne 

REGION VI ς (10) Ashley, Center-Stanton, Edgeley, Ellendale, Gackle-Streeter, Kulm, LaMoure, 
Linton, Steele-Dawson, Tappen, Wishek, Montpelier 

REGION VII ς (9) Flasher, Garrison, Hazen, Shiloh, Turtle Lake-Mercer, Underwood, Washburn, 
Wilton, Center-Stanton 

REGION VIII- (11)  Anamoose, Des Lacs-Burlington, Glenburn, MLS-Mohall, Rolla, Sawyer, Surrey, 
TGU-Towner, TGU-Granville, Velva, Westhope 

REGION IX ς (8) Alexander, Bowbells/Burke Central, Divide County (Crosby), Kenmare, Ray, 
Stanley, Tioga, Trinity Christian (Williston) 

REGION X ς (9) Beach, Beulah, Bowman County, Dickinson Trinity, Glen Ullin, Hebron, Hettinger, 
Mott -Regent, Richardton-Taylor, Grant County 
 
CLASS B SPEECH REGIONS 
 REGION I ς Schools: (8)  Fairmount, North Sargent, Hankinson, Lidgerwood, Lisbon, Milnor, 
Sargent Central, Wyndmere 
 REGION II ς Schools: (7) Central Cass (Casselton), Enderlin/MVO, Fargo Oak Grove, Hope-Page, 
Kindred, Northern Cass, Richland (Colfax) 
 REGION III ς Schools (10) Cavalier, Central Valley/Hillsboro, Drayton/St. Thomas, Grafton, 
Hatton-Northwood, Larimore, Mayville-Portland-Clifford-Galesburg (Mayville), Midway (Inkster), North 
Border (Pembina-Neche), Park River, Thompson 
 REGION IV ς Schools:  (16) Adam-Edmore, Bisbee-Egeland, Cando, Lakota, Langdon, Leeds, 
Maddock, Minnewaukan, Munich, Rock Lake, Rolette, Rolla, Rugby, St. John, Starkweather, Wolford 
 REGION V ς Schools: (9)  BCN (Wimbledon-Courtenay/North Central), Carrington, Dakota Prairie, 
Fessenden-Bowdon, Finley-Sharon (Finley), Griggs Co. Central (Cooperstown), Kensal, New 
Rockford/Sheyenne, Pingree-Buchanan 
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 REGION VI ς Schools:  (13) Ashley, Edgeley, Ellendale, GAckle-Streeter, Kulm, LaMoure, Linton, 
Montpelier, Napoleon, Oakes, Strasburg, Tappen, Wishek 
 REGION VII ς Schools:  (13) Center-Stanton, Flasher, Garrison, Hazelton, Hazen, New Salem, 
Selfridge, Shiloh Christian School (Bismarck), Steele-Dawson, Turtle Lake-Mercer, Underwood, 
Washburn, Wing 
P. 5 
 REGION VIII ς Schools:  (13)  Berthold, Bottineau, Des Lacs-Burlington (Des Lacs) 
Drake/Anamoose, Glenburn, Harvey, Minot Ryan, MLS-Mohall, Sawyer, Surrey, TGU (Granville-Towner), 
Velva, Westhope 
 REGION IX ς Schools: (10) Alexander/Watford City, Bowbells/Burke Central, Divide County 
(Crosby), Grenora, Kenmare, New Town, Ray, Stanley/Powers Lake, Tioga, Trinity Christian (Williston) 
 REGION X ς Schools:  (11) Beulah, Bowman/Scranton, Dickinson Trinity/New England, Grant 
County (Elgin-New Leipzig-Carson), Glen Ullin, Hebron, Hettinger, Killdeer, Mott-Regent, Richardton-
Taylor, South Heart 
 

2008-2009 CLASS B REGIONAL SPEECH/PLAY DATES, SITES & MANAGERS 
  Region, Contest Site, Date, Manager    Registration Due Date 
REGION I - Lidgerwood, November 6 (Plays),   
  Christine Bopp (North Sargent), Mgr.    Oct.  23 
  NDSCS-Wahpeton, April 9 (Speech) 
  Jaci Kaler, Lidgerwood, Mgr.     Mar. 27 
Committee: Harlan Heinrich, North Sargent, Chmn. & Treas. 
 
REGION II - Valley City SU, Nov. 13 (Plays), Rusty Bender, Mgr.  Oct.  30 
  Northern Cass, April 3, (Speech) 
  Gayle Hyde (Fargo South(, Mgr.     Mar. 20 
Committee: Terry Baesler, Northern Cass Chmn. 
  Tim Michaelson, Enderlin, V.P. 
  Morgan Forness, Oak Grove, Sec. ς Treas. 
 
REGION III -  Larimore, November 6 (Plays), Dave Paukert, Mgr.  Oct.  23 
  Mayville SU, April 4 (Speech), Sarah Burger, Mgr.  Mar.  21 
Committee: Joe DeFoe, North Border, Chmn. 
  Kevin Rogers, Hatton, V.P. 
  Jack Maus, Grafton, Treasurer 
REGION IV - Rugby HS, November 6 (Plays) 
  Bonnie Muehlberg (Rolette), Mgr.    Oct.  23 
  Rugby HS, April 4, Bonita Lindseth, Mgr.    Mar.  21 
Committee: Joe Harder, Lakota, Chmn. 
  Rich Rogers, Langdon, V.P. 
  Rebecca Kingsley, Starkweather, Treas. 
 
REGION V - Jamestown College, Nov. 4 (Plays) 
  Michael McIntyre, Mgr.      Oct.  21 
  BCN-North Central (Rogers), Apr. 4, Tina Bryn, Mgr.  Mar.21 
Committee: Kerwin Borgen, Midkota, Chmn. 
  Tom Tracy, Kensal, Treas. 
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REGION VI - Edgeley HS, Nov. 6 (Plays), Rick Diegel, Mgr.    Oct.  23 
  Linton HS, April 4 (Speech), Sandra Meidinger, Mgr.  Mar. 21 
Committee: Norm Fries, Gackle-Streeter, Chmn. 
  Matt Herman, Ellendale, V.P. 
  Corbley Ogren, Zeeland, Treas. 
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REGION VII -  Hazen, Nov. 13 (Plays), Stephanie Huber, Mgr.   Oct.  30 
  Washburn, April 2 (Speech) Vickie Mayer, Mgr.   Mar. 19 
Committee: Rod Scherbenske, Goodrich, Chmn. & Treasurer 
REGION VIII - Minot SU, Nov. 4 (Plays), Michael Loy, Manager   Oct.  21 
  Minot SU, April 4 (Speech), Cheryl Nilsen, Mgr.   Mar.  21 
Committee: Kelly Taylor, MLS-Mohall, Chmn. 
  Jason Kersten, Newburg, V.P. 
  Luke Schaefer, Des Lacs-Burlington, Treasurer 
REGION IX -  Wildrose, Nov. 12 (Plays), Angela Johnson (Ray), Mgr.  Oct.  29 
  Bowbells, April 9 (Speech), Beth Aufforth, Mgr.   Mar.  26 
Committee: Doug Black, Trinity Christian, Chmn. 
  Nancy Olson, Tioga HS, Secretary 
  Murray Kline, Alexander, V.P. & Treas. 
REGION X -  Dickinson SU, November 13 (Plays) Sue Anderson, 
  (Richardton), Mgr.      Oct.  30 
  Richardton, April 7 (Speech), Sue Anderson, Mgr.  Mar.  24 
Committee: Riley Mattson, South Heart, Chmn 
  Larry Helvik, Beach, V.P. 
  Myron Schweitzer, Mott-Regent, Treas. 
 

2008-2009 CLASS A COMMITTEES, DATE, SITES AND MANAGERS 
EAST REGION ς GF Central, Apr. 4, Gayle Hyde (Fargo South), Mgr.  Mar.  21 
Committee: Gary Mailloux, Fargo North (retired), Chmn./Treasurer   
WEST REGION ς Williston HS, April 4, Joel Sikes, Mgr.    Mar.  21 
Committee: Michael Heilman, Century, Chmn./Treasurer 
 
 

2008-2009 STATE CONTESTS FOR CLASS A & B SCHOOLS 
State Student Congress  Nov. 6-7 Bismarck Capitol Gregg Schmidt & 
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
State Class B Plays  Nov. 24-25 Bismarck  Nita Ritzke, 
         Dan Rogers, 
         Rachelle Kipp, 
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
State Debate   Feb. 6-7 Fargo South  Gayle Hyde, 
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
State Class A Play  Apr. 6-7  Fargo South  Gwen Stark, 
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
State Class A Speech  Apr. 18  Mandan HS  Pat Pins, 
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
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State Class B Speech  Apr. 25  Mandan HS  Pat Pins,  
         Brian Bubach, Mgrs. 
 
RULES REGULATING CLASS A AND B SPEECH ENTRIES 

All speech events are held under the sponsorship of the North Dakota High School Activities 
Association in cooperation with the North Dakota State Speech and Theatre Association. 
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Members of the Speech Advisory Committee are elected for a three year term by the NDSTA or 

coaches of each activity.  A meeting of the committee is held in the spring of the year to make 
recommendations to the NDHSAA Fine Arts Committee and the NDHSAA Board of Directors concerning 
changes relative to the Speech program for the coming year. 
Registration Fees: 
1.   !ƭƭ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ό/ƭŀǎǎ ! ŀƴŘ . ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎύΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ŜƴǘǊȅ 

One hundred percent of the speech fees collected will be distributed to the regions to be used 
for their expenses.  No further liability on the part of the Board of Directors for regional 
expenses are assumed. 

 
Registration fees paid by each school must be at least the amount listed on the online fee sheet 
completed by regional.  Registration deadline day.  Additional fees must be sent for additional 
entries.  The schƻƻƭ ŎƭŜǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŦŜŜέ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻƴ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
received by the manager shortly thereafter and BEFORE the contest.  There are NO refunds for 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ άbh {Ih²{έΦ 

 
SPEECH EVENTS FOR CLASS A AND CLASS B SCHOOLS 
1.  At the regional and state tournaments, class a schools are limited to four entries per category and 
Class B schools are limited to THREE entries per category. 
 Serious Prose (SP) 
 Humorous Interpretation (HI) 
 Poetry Interpretation (PO) 
 Dramatic Interpretation (DI) 
 Serious Dramatic Duo Interpretation & Humorous Dramatic Due (SDUO & HDUO) 
 Storytelling (ST) 
 Extemporaneous Programmed Reading (EPR) 
 Speech to Inform (INF) 
 Speech to Persuade (PER) 
 Extemporaneous Speech (XS) 
 Radio Broadcasting (RA) 
 Speech to Entertain (ENT) 
 Impromptu Speaking (IMP) 
*NOTE:  A CONTESTANT MAY ENTER TWO SPEECH EVENTS (MUST BE TWO DIFFERENT EVENTS) PLUS 
PARTICIPATE IN THE ONE-ACT PLAY COMPETITION  IN REGIONAL (Class B only) and the state contest. 
(*Regional Rule) 
 SPECIAL NOTE:  A STUDENT MAY ENTER TWO CATEGORIES WITH A PREPARATION PERIOD, BUT 
MAY LOSE SOME PREPARATION TIME. 
 

SPEECH TOURNAMENT QUALIFYING CRITERIA 
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Class A and B speech participants may qualify for their respective state tournament at an 
invitational speech tournament if the following criteria are met.  All qualifying tournaments must be 
scheduled through the NDHSAA and run in ND. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this format is to qualify high-quality performers, who, because of 
illness or other extenuating circumstances, could not attend the regional tournament. 
1. MINIMUM ENTRIES PER CATEGORY: To be a qualifying event, there must be a minimum of the 

following number actually participating in at least the first round: 15 participants for serious 
P.  8 
 humorous, dramatic, poetry serious duo and humorous duo.   12 participants  in storytelling and EPR.  8 

participants in radio, extemporaneous speaking, impromptu, inform, persuade and entertain. 
2.   PLACE:  If all the following criteria are met, and all tiebreakers have been used, the first-place 

winner in a category becomes a state qualifier in his/her school's respective state tournament.  
EXCEPTIONS:  If the Class A or B student wins first place, and a student of the opposite class wins 
second place, second place is also a state qualifier.  If first and second place in a qualifying event 
are out-of-state students, the qualifying rules still applies.  If the ND students rank no lower than 
third place and fourth place and are from opposite classes (A and B), each student will qualify. 

3.   RULES:  Each category and each qualifier must follow all NDHSAA rules found in the current 
HANDBOOK FOR FORENSICS/DRAMA CONTESTS. 

4.   MAXIMUM ENTRIES: For invitational tournaments, the manager must state the number of 
entries allowed per category/per participant/per school in the letter of invitation. 
Reminder: Class B schools are restricted to 3 regional/state entries per category and class A 
schools are restricted to 4 regional/state entries. 

5.   REGIONAL PARTICIPATION:  All state qualifiers must be registered for and participate in that 
school's regional tournament.  Students who have qualified for state through invitationals must 
be registered for no more than 2 events on the regional registration form by the 2 week 
deadline.  (NO EXCEPTIONS).  If a state qualifier cannot compete at his/her regional tournament, 
the coach must request an exemption and must receive written approval from the NDHSAA.  No 
exemption will be granted if the student is ineligible for the region tournament because of 
academics or the drug alcohol rule.  NOTE:  Entry additions or changes may be made up to 6 
days prior to the regional tournament by fax or e-mail to the NDHSAA and manager.  
Substitutions and drops may be made anytime prior to tournament day. 

6.   FORMAT: all the qualifying categories must have at least 2 preliminary rounds and a 3- judge 
final round. 

7.   JUDGES:  No coach, assistant coach or alumnus who graduated four years or less prior to this 
school year may judge a student from his/her school in finals.  PENALTY:  Participant loses 
qualifier status. 

8.   OFFICIAL STATE ENTRY:  A participant is not an official entry until he/she is listed on the NDHSAA 
website as a state qualifier. 

9.   INVITATIONAL MANAGERS must submit tournament to NDHSAA to receive materials which 
include qualifier rules, draw monitor reminders, current ballots, extemporaneous speaking 
topics, impromptu topics and radio copy. 

10.   DEADLINE:  Once schools have attended their regional, they may not qualify additional students. 
11.   LAST CHANCE TOURNAMENT:  The schools may attend a qualifier 3 days prior to the regional 

tournament but may only qualify participants in categories for which they have registered slots. 
12. The last legal qualifying tournament for ALL schools is one week prior to the regional 

tournament.  Results must be reported to the regional manager and the NDHSAA no later than 



Handbook for 2008-09 Forensics/Drama Contests 
(Corresponding book page numbers listed on left) 

 
SIX  days before the regional tournament.  NOTE:  Regional tournament substitutions and drops 
may be made anytime BEFORE tournament day by fax (845-4935) or e-mail 
(Brian.Bubach@sendit.nodak.edu) and to the regional manager. 

13. Individual events within a tournament will be counted as qualifiers if they meet the minimum 
number of actual participants.  An entry must complete the first round and be legitimate to be 
counted toward qualifying numbers.  Qualifying categories must have the minimum number of  
actual participants as listed in Rule 1 on Page 7.  State qualifiers are not  official until listed on 
the web at www.ndhsaa.com. 
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14. COACH/PARTICIPANT TAMPERING:  At a qualifying tournament, all competitors must be ranked 

in the traditional manner throughout all rounds of the tournament.  Penalty:  A student shall 
lose his/her qualifying status in that event for that tournament.  A coach, if proven to be using 
methods of tampering, shall be immediately disqualified from that tournament and the next 
scheduled tournament. 

NOTE:  The purpose of having this type of qualifying format, is to help give chances to high quality 
performers who may be ill at the time of their regional or because of extenuating circumstances 
approved by the NDHSAA could not attend the regional tournament. 

 
GENERAL SPEECH RULES 

 
1. REPETITION OF SELECTIONS/SPEECHES 

a. Contestants are not permitted to use the same cutting from a selection/speech in ANY 
of the interpretation or original speaking events (including radio commentary) that they 
used in any previous NDHSAA regional or state tournament. 

b. No substantial part of any cutting from a piece of literature or original speech may be 
used in two different speech categories by the same contestant in a tournament. 

c. A contestant may use an entirely different cutting if a specific cutting was identified on 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

 PENALTY:  Disqualification in event(s) involved. 
2. !¦¢ha!¢L/ CL±9Υ  LŦ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ CƛǾŜέ ƛǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

round, the judge must notify the manager immediately, and the manager must inform the 
coach. 

3. 5L{!v¦![LCL/!¢LhbΥ  !ƴ ƛƴŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǊǳƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ άƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘέ ƻǊ 
άǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘΣέ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ, at 
the conclusion of that round, the judge must notify the manager immediately, and the manager 
must meet with the coach, the participant, and the judge before making a ruling. 

4. TIMING & SIGNALS:  There shall be a timekeeper in all sections/rounds for each category.  Either 
a designated timer or the judge SHALL keep time at all tournament.  Time cards must be used at 
regionals/state. 

 A.  TIME CARDS:  Cards should be shown after the first minute has elapsed and every minute 
thereafter.  In the final minute, show a 30 second card, and a 15 second card, and the STOP 
CARD AS TIME EXPIRES. 

 B.  HAND SIGNALS:  Judges need to indicate to the speakers what their signals are and begin 
showing minute signals at 3 minutes remaining, 2 minutes remaining, 1 minute remaining, as 
well as 30 seconds, 15 seconds, and then STOP> 

mailto:Brian.Bubach@sendit.nodak.edu
http://www.ndhsaa.com/
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 C.  OVERTIME is decided by the judge or judge panel.  The participant(s) may complete a SHORT  

sentence after the STOP.  The timer must verbally announce the completed time of each entry 
and specƛŦȅ ŀǎ άƻƪŀȅέ ƻǊ άƻǾŜǊǘƛƳŜέ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ  !ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘόǎύ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
mark OT on the ballot and administration of the penalty is done by the tabulator. 

 5Φ  t9b![¢¸Υ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǊŀƴƪΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ CƛǾŜέ Ƴŀȅ 
NOT be changed to a four or better.  To administer multiple overtime penalties, the tabulator 
may advance a  speaker more than one rank. 

5. PARTICIPANTS IN ANY EXTEMPORANEOUS CATEGORY  cannot listen to a round before they have 
performed.  Penalty:  Disqualification.  (They can listen once they have spoken.)   

 
P.  10 
 

Contestants in preparation events are not allowed to confer with other students of their coach 
in the draw area and preparation room. 

6. PARTICIPANT IDENTIFICATION CARDS:  These cards are OPTIONAL and managers must 
communicate this to all judges.  The card should contain ONLY the following:  Name of 
participant, school code, title, and author/playwright. 

7. RADIO STATION EMPLOYEE:  A student may be employed by a radio station and still be eligible 
for Radio Broadcasting or any other Speech/Play category. 

8. OFFICIAL REGISTRATION FORMS:  Regional registration must be done online and is due 2 weeks 
prƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΦ  Once the 2 week regional registration deadline has 
passed, additions, changes and substitutions must be e-mailed or faxed to the NDHSAA and 
manager no later than 6 days prior to the regional tournament.  After that time, e-mail or fax 
drops and substitutions to the manager and NDHSAA. 

9. DROP FEE:  Schools dropping entries on the day of the regional tournament will be assessed a 
$5.00 fee per entry dropped.  Substitutions are allowed.  Normal changes or drops must be 
made one week before the tournament.  Emergency drops/changes should be called or FAXed 
to the manager no later than 4:00 p.m. the day before the tournament. 

10. LANGUAGE/CONTENT:  A contestant whose interpretation is ruled to be offensive or in bad 
taste by the judge should be noted on the ballot under APPROPRIATENESS OF SELECTION and 
ranked accordingly. 

10a. LANGUAGE/CONTENT FORM:  This form may be found on the web at www.ndhsaa.com under 
άCƛƴŜ !Ǌǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ǇŜŜŎƘέΦ  5ƻǿƴload this form that must be signed by a high school 
administrator and the head coach and carried to each invitational tournament. 

 2008-09 Speech Language/Content Form ς Invitational Season 
This form is to be signed by the school administrator and head speech coach prior to the first 
invitational speech tournament attended.  The head speech coach is to carry this signed form to 
each invitational speech tournament.  NOTE:  For the regional tournament, this information is 
provided on the online regional speech registration form. 
 
We, the school administrator and speech coach, certify that the language and content used in all 
our entries conform to the moral standards of our school and community.  We also certify that 
all other current rules will be followed and only eligible students will compete on contest day. 
 
Signed___________________________________________________  School Administrator 
Signed ___________________________________________________  Speech Coach 

http://www.ndhsaa.com/
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11.   SPORTMANSSHIP PENALTY:  A student or coach (debate, play, student congress or speech) shall 
be disqualified for unsportsmanlike conduct the remainder of said contest and the next contest 
in the same activity and level of competition which his/her school participates.  The student 
shall NOT compete in any other level of like competition in the interim.  UNSPORTSMANLIKE 
CONDUCT is defined as (1) using profanity in discussion with a coach, manager, other contestant 
or judge, (2) insubordinate or unethical conduct such as, but not limited to, distracting a 
contestant while performing and (3) damaging or theft of property.  A coach or student SHALL 
receive an unsportsmanlike penalty for asking a student to forfeit in the preliminary rounds or 
for asking a judge to give a student who has already state qualified a five or for asking a state 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ άƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ōŜǎǘέ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƳǇŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
condoned. 
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12. TAPING/RECORDING EVENTS:  Not allowed because of copyright laws. 
13. GRIEVANCE FORM:  See Page 10, Rule 4. 
 
REGIONAL/STATE TOURNAMENT NOTES 
1. The top eight contestants in the final round shall be named at the regional and state level.  

SWEEPSTAKES POINTS:  At regionals and state tournaments, award eight places and award team 
points as 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1. 

2. On the Class A level, no fewer than 1 nor more than 50 percent from each category may qualify 
from each of the two regions for the state speech contest.  EXAMPLE:  If there are 1 or 2 
participants, 1 qualifies:  if there are 16 or 17 participants, 8 qualify, etc.   Those qualifiers after 
the top 8 places will not receive an award. 

3. On the Class B level, no less than2 nor more than 4 may qualify for the state contest in each 
category at the regional level.  The following formula shall be used counting actual participants 
per category on regional contest day: 

  1-14 participants  2 advance 
  15-21 participants  3 advance 
  22 or more participants  4 advance 
 
AWARDS  (REGION AND STATE) 
1. Regions will be sent medals by the NDHSAA for the top 8 contestants in each individual event. 
2. The two schools scoring the most speech points shall be awarded sweepstakes trophies on the 

regional level.  The four Class A schools and the six Class B schools scoring the most points on 
the state level shall be awarded sweepstakes trophies. 

3. State Speech Superior Medals ς Any contestant not advancing to the finals because of a 
ǘƛŜōǊŜŀƪŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ άмέ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ 
ά{ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ aŜŘŀƭΦέ 

 
Speech Tournament Manger Guidelines  

1. ALL RULES AS STATED IN THE SPEECH HANDBOOK WHALL BE FOLLOWED AT ALL NDHSAA 
CONTESTS. 

2. ADMINISTRATION/COACH CONFIRMATION ς REGIONAL REGISTRATION:  A school administrator 
and the speech coach must co-sign the online Regional Registration  Form endorsing the 
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ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ  ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 NOTE:  It is recommended that the coach and principal meet prior to the first speech invitational 
and endorse the statement above. 

3. GRIEVANCD FORM (form on website):  Any person having an objection to a performance for 
what he/she deems offensive language or content at a regional/state play performance may 
complete a grievance form and file it with the manager immediately after that performance.  
The manager must have a meeting with the director involved and the person filing the grievance 
and decide if the grievance is legitimate.  If so, all must sign the form and send to the NDHSAA, 
ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΦ  (THIS MAY ONLY AFFECT 
RANKINGS/RATINGS IF THE JUDGE(S) FILED THE GRIEVANCE.) 

4. The Contest Manager shall notify all schools as to: 
 a. Place and time of contest. 
 b. Registration information. 
P.  12 
 c. {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όƭǳƴŎƘŜǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύΦ 
 d. Tentative schedule for events. 
 e. /ƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊƻƻƳ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΦ 
5. The Contest Manager shall prepare the following materials: 
 a. Permanent schedule of events. 

b. Instructions and ballots for judges in all regional and state contests will be furnished by 
the NDHSAA. 

c. Preparation rooms for the contestants in extemporaneous events. 
d. Instructions and cards for time keepers. 
e. Prepare material for extemporaneous events. 
f. Invitational, regional and state managers will receive radio copy, extemporaneous 

speaking questions and impromptu topics from the NDHSAA office.  Regional and state 
managers will also be supplied ALL EXTEMPORANEOUS MATERIALS. 

g. Secure rooms for each event. 
h. Secure awards if they are to be presented at invitational meets. 
i. Registration materials. 

6. The Contest Manager shall do the following on the day of the contest: 
 a. Distribute revised tournament schematic schedule. 
 b. Distribute ballots to judges. 
 c. GIVE VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL JUDGES BEFORE THE CONTEST. 
 d. DISTRIBUTE TIME CARDS AND INSTRUCTIONS TO TIME KEEPERS. 
 e. Check each ballot from each judge to see that it is complete and properly signed. 
 f. Tabulate results. 

g. Distribute a contest tabulation sheet to each speech coach at the end of the 
tournament. 

h. Compile and distribute a packet of ballots and tabulation sheets for all coaches. 
i. The NDHSAA will place the state schedule on the website one week prior to the state.  

The regional manager sends all qualifiers to the NDHSAA.  There are no state 
registration fees. 

j. NOTIFY LOCAL MEDIA OF FINAL RESULTS. 
7. A copy of the complete results of each contest must be e-mailed to the North Dakota High 

School Activities Association. 
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8. File a written report of any problems and/or irregularities with the NDHSAA and a member of 

the Speech Advisory Committee. 
9. The Contest Manager shall secure judges for the contest early in the school year and shall notify 

them of the following. 
 a.   Time, date, place and name of the event he will judge. 
 b. Instructions the judge is to follow in making his critiques. 

c. /ƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ άŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘέ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴal manager 
and/or NDHSAA office prior to January 15. 

d. Always have 3 judges in a final round unless there are fewer than 8 entries in a category, 
then have 3 rounds with one judge per round and use tiebreakers outlined on the top of 
page 13. 

e. A list of NDHSAA Certified Judges is on the web at www.ndhsaa.com ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άCƛƴŜ 
!Ǌǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{t99/IΦέ 

10. Managers should hire certified judges and direct them to read rules reminders in the March 
BULLETIN found online. 
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11. Coaches may be asked to judge in categories where they have no contestants. 
12. It is recommended that there be no more than 8 contestants in a section. 
13. No contestants from the same school should be scheduled to compete against the other if there 

are enough sections.  (State Class A exception.) 
14. Regional, state and qualifying speech tournament categories (ALL) must have 2 preliminary 

rounds with 1 judge each and a final round with 3 judges.  The only exception is Class A regionals 
where each region may decide to have 3 rounds with 1 judge per round in some or all categories 
or in Class B when there are no more than 8 participants in a specific category. 

15. No judge may adjudicate a category more than once in the same tournament. 
16. MANAGERS NOTE:  IF THERE IS AN INITIAL TIE (BEFORE THE USE OF THE TIE-BREAKING 

PROCEDURE) IN ANY CATEGORY CONCERNING A STATE QUALIFYING POSITION,  ALL 
CONTESTANTS INVOLVED IN THE TIE(S) QUALIFY FOR THE STATE CONTEST. 

17. Tournament Scheduling:  the NDHSAA and/or a committee appointed by the NDHSAA and/or 
coaches will schedule the State A & B Tournaments.  It is recommended Regional Coaches name 
a committee annually to schedule the regional tournament. 

18. MANAGERS ARE TO COLOR CODE EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPIC LISTS FOR EACH ROUND 
AND INSTRUCT CONTESTANTS TO HAND THE CHOSEN TOPIC SLIP TO THE JUDGE AT THE 
PRESCRIBED SPEAKING TIME. 

19. RECOMMENDED INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT FEES:  $4.00 PER ENTRY:  $40 FOR EACH 1 -8 
STUDENTS FOR WHICH COACH DOES NOT PROVIDE A JUDGE. 

20. Regional/State Scheduling Criteria: 
 a. Do not place more than 8 in a section. 

b. Do not place 2 students from the same school in the same section.  (Exception for State 
Class A when power-matching and there is more than an 8 rank discrepancy.) 

c. Power-match at regions by having a list of state qualifiers and schedule so those 
contestants do not meet in more than one round. 

d.   Power-match at state by matching high ranked versus low ranked contestants and see 
that the top contestants do not meet in more than one preliminary round. 

e. In Class B, students from the same region should not meet until finals unless there are 
not enough sections. 

TABULATION 

http://www.ndhsaa.com/
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1. A. !ƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ CƛǾŜέ Ƴŀȅ  ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ Ǌŀƴƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ h±9w¢La9 ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΦ 

B. PRELIMINARIES:  THE TABULATOR(S) SHALL ADVANCE 8 CONTESTANTS TO THE FINALS 
AT REGIONALS AND STATE. TIME SLOTS PER FINAL ARE SET AT AN HOUR IN LENGTH.  IF 
THERE ARE TIES FOR SENDING FINALISTS, USE THIS FORMULA: 

C. The contestant with a 1 rating receives preference if that person is involved in the tie. 
 C1.  *(State only-Use sub-rankings for those ranked 5th.) 
D. Go to head to head rankings if those tied had same judge.  Judges rank contestants 1 

through 5 at regionals and sub-rank last threee contestants 6-7-8 on judge master ballot 
in state prelims/finals. 

 E. Use Judge Rating Points to break the tie. 
 F. Break at contestants directly above tie (if this guarantees at least six in finals). 
 G. State ς Choose the student that has one better preliminary round ranking. 
2. PLACEMENT OF TOP EIGHT (REGIONAL/STATE) FROM FINALS ς LIST THE RANKINGS AND JUDGE 

RATING POINTS FROM ALL THREE JUDGES FOR EACH FINALIST. 
CRITERIA ς USE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER -  
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 A. GO BY TOTAL RANKINGS FOR EACH CONTESTANT, LOW TOTAL 1ST, ETC. 
 A1. *(State only-Use sub-rankings for those ranked 5th.) 
 B. LC ! ¢L9Σ Dh .¸ .9{¢ н hCо w!bYLbD{ Cwha CLb![{Φ  όWǳŘƎŜǎΩ tǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜύ 

C. IF STILL A TIE, GO BY THE JUDGE RATING POINTS.  IF A 3-WAY TIE, USE JUDGE RATING 
POINTS TO FIND HIGHEST (1st Priority) OR LOWEST THEN GO BACK TO JUDGE 
PREFERENCE (CHOICE OF 2 OF 3 JUDGE FINALS JUDGES.) 

D. IF STILL A TIE, HEAD TO HEAD RANKING (IF POSSIBLE) IN PRELIMS. 
E. CHOOSE THE STUDENT THAT HAS ONE BETTER PRELIMINARY ROUND RANKING. 
F. IF STILL A TIE, HIGHEST TOTAL JUDGE RATING OINTS IN PRELIMS. 
G. IF STILL A TIE, FLIP A COIN. 

bh¢9Υ  9·!at[9 hC н hC о W¦5D9{Ω tw9C9w9b/9 
Contestant JUDGE 1 JUDGE 2 JUDGE 3 TOTAL RANK/JRP. PLACE 
A  1/30  3/27  1/30  5/87   1ST 
B  #3/27  2/28  4/22  9/77   4th 
C  *2/30  5/20  *2/30  9/80   2nd 
D  5/23  #*1/29  #3/26  9/78   3rd 
w9a9a.9wΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǳǎŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ς Contestant 
C receives 2nd place as both judge *1 and *3 chose C as they gave higher ranks to C than to B and D.  
Contestant A is not involved in the tie.  One now has to start again to decide 3rd and 4th.  As they are tied 
with rank points, go to judge preference and Judges #2 and #3 for 3rd place. 
3. REGIONAL/STATE SWEEPSTAKES POINTS ς At regional and state, award 8 places and award 

sweepstakes points as follows:  10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1. 
4. Sweepstakes ties at regional and state tournaments shall not be broken. 
 
TIE-BREAKING PROCEDURE FOR THREE-ROUND TOURNAMENTS 
 The following procedure is for Class A Regions ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άо ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǇŜǊ ǊƻǳƴŘέ 
format.  Class B Regions will use this format when a category has 8 or fewer participants. 
1. First Criterion ς The contestant with the lowest total rankings from all three rounds receives 

first, the next lowest total received second, etc. 
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2. Second Criterion ς If there is a tie in total rankings, first check to see if those tied contestants 

ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǳǎŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
3. Third Criterion ς If there is still a tie, use total Judge Rating Points of all tied contestants. 
4. Fourth Criterion ς If there is till a tie, use reciprocals. 
 EXAMPLE:  A 1 ranking equals a 1, a 2 ranking equals .5, 3 equals .33, a 4 equals a .25 and a 5 

ranking equals a .20.  Total the 3 scores for each contestant, and the one with the highest 
reciprocal receives first and so on. 

5. Fifth criterion ς If there is still a tie, drop the lowest-round Judge Rating Points for each tied 
contestant, and use the total of the other two rounds. 

6. Sixth Criterion ς If there is still a tie, it shall remain a tie.  NOTE ON GIVING SWEEPSTAKES 
POINTS:  If the unbreakable tie is for third place, average the sweepstakes points given for third 
and fourth, and give each the average if it is a two-way tie.  EXAMPLE:  An average of 6 and 4 
would be 5 sweepstakes points for each of the two contestants. 

RECOMMENDED SPEECH ADJUDICATORS FEES 
 Regions:  *$80 for a certified or registered judge (no high school students may judge).  

*Recommended for 2007-08 and mandatory for 2008-09. 
 State:  $100 for a certified or registered judge. 
 NOTE:  Pay $10 less at both the region and state for judges not currently registered or certified. 
P.  15 
DEBATE JUDGES ς See Page 67, Rule 8. 
MODEL JUDGING CONTRACT FOUND ON PAGE 14 
RECOaa9b595 a!b!D9wΩ{ C99{ 
 {ǘŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦϷмллΦлл 
 {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜōŀǘŜ όŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎύΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ ϷнллΦлл 
 {ǘŀǘŜ {ǇŜŜŎƘ όŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎύΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ ϷнллΦлл 
 
JUDGE GUIDELINES 
1. JUDGE CERTIFICATION:  All judges MUST be certified before 2008 regionals.  If hiring a non-

certified judge for regionals or state, deduct pay by 25 percent.  Certified judges are listed at 
www.ndhsaa.com. 

2. Each contestant shall be given Rating tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ .ŀƭƭƻǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
3. Contestants shall be ranked 1 through 5 with all remaining contestants ranked 5.  STATE NOTE:  

Contestants in preliminaries and finals shall be ranked 1-5, but a sub-rating of 6, 7 and 8 shall be 
placed on the master ballot for students below fifth place for tie-breaking purposes. 

4. The top eight contestants in the final round shall be named at the regional and state level.  
SWEEPSTAKES POINTS:  At Regionals and State Tournaments, award eight places and award 
team points as 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1. 

5. Written critiques of the individual contestants, to the speech coaches of the participating 
schools at the end of the contest. 

6. Judges should be certified and at least 3rd year college students with a major in the areas of 
speech-theatre-public address or faculty members teaching in these areas on the the college or 
high school level and not having contestants entered in the judged events. 

7. Judges shall rate and rank contestants independently. While three judges must be assigned to a 
final round, they are NOT to confer before rendering a decision.  The only time judges need to 
confer on decisions is when they have ranked all the plays and must rate all the superior actors 
and actresses. 

http://www.ndhsaa.com/
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8. WǳŘƎŜǎΩ comments are important for both the contestant and the coach.  These comments 

should be positive in nature but should, at the same time, point out specific areas that need 
improvement.  It is necessary, therefore, that judges write comments during the stuŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴ 
mind. 

9. Language/Content:  A contestant whose interpretation is ruled to be offensive or in bad taste by 
the judge should be noted on the ballot under APPROPRIATENESS OF SELECTION and ranked 
accordingly. 

10. In judging oral interpretation events all judges are asked to follow the North Dakota philosophy 
on these events. 

 
 
 
MODEL JUDGING CONTRACT   (Page 14 of the 2008-09 Handbook-Sue) 
 
b5I{!! aŀǎǘŜǊ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ .ŀƭƭƻǘ  (Page 15 of the 2008-09 Handbook ς Sue) 
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 ORAL INTERPRETATION 
(Serious Prose, Humorous, Poetry, Dramatic, Serious Duo, Humorous Duo) 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF ORAL INTERPRETATION EVENTS 
 What IS THE AIM OF THE STUDENT WHO ENTERS ORAL INTERPRETATIONS?  Because he/she 

likes a piece of literature, he/she wants to share the ideas, the feelings, the meanings, or the 
selection, by reading it in part or in its entirety to others.  Therefore, his/her goall must be the 
complete ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
selection and the communicating of these feelings and ideas to the listeners.  The audience is an 
integral part of successful interpretation.  The interpreter is to share an experience with his/her 
listeners. 

 In the accomplishment of this goal, several other objectives should be realized.  The interpreter 
ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ 
will understand the audiences better and learn to adapt to them.  He/she should develop 
his/her faith and confidence in himself/herself.  He/she will sharpen his/her own powers of 
observation, increase sensitivity, deepen understanding of others and increase sympathy for 
them. 

PHILOSOPHY OF PROSE/INTERPRETATION EVENTS 
  In North Dakota the voice is considered the chief instrument for a performer in oral 

interpretation.  While the body reflect the emotional and intellectual content of the vocal 
communication, the performer should not super-impose gestures or movements as a primary 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
intermediary between a writer and an audience. 

  While abstract concepts such as honesty and belief are difficult to define in concrete 
terms, a judge, coach or contestant may come to grips with them by asking such questions: 

 1) Does the performer believe what he/she is reading? 
 2) 5ƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΚ 
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 3) Do I, as listener, believe in the reader? 
 4) Lǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ  ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎκǇƭŀȅǿǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳƻƻŘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 

emotion or is the reader falsifying by using imposed voices for characterizes or physical 
posturing? 

 5) Is the reader functioning as in intermediary between a writer and an audience. 
 

GENERAL RULES 
Section 1: Entries.  Each school shall be entitled to enter up to three students (Class B) and four 

students (Class A) in the Regional Contest for each of the interpretation categories. 
Section 2:  
A. Selections.  Each contestant may present one or more selections in a single 

presentation.  Each selection must fit the restrictions for the category. 
 (1)  SCRIPTS:  A contestant must hold the script in at least one hand except in the 

introduction (must hold when using a teaser.) 
B. Copyright Requirements:  All selections or cuttings thereof must be copyrighted and the 

participant must have proof thereof attached to his/her script. 
C. Burden of Proof.  At every invitational and regional tournament each student must show 

a hard copy burden of proof to each of his/her first round interpretation judge prior to 
performing.  The participant must be prepared to verify that the selection is in the 
correct category by proving copyright and in some categories  (Dramatic, Prose, Poetry) 
by proving genre. 
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 1.  Any of the following ways will prove copyright: 
(NEW) A.  Hard Copy:  Provide photocopies of pertinent pages of a book, magazine, or 

manuscript to prove copyright.  A page of a selection could be used to prove genre. 
 B. Electronic Verification: 
      A.  Internet stores or databases may be used to prove that a selection is of the 

correct genre and is copyrighted.  For example, a print out of the selection available 
from Amazon.com will prove copyright.  If the description of the book says it is a book of 
poetry or drama, etc., it could also be used to prove genre. 

     B.  WorldCat, Library of Congress, NetLibrary, etc. 
     C.  Local library card catalog (OPAC) printout. 
     D.  Any book vendor. 

    E.  ISBN number verifiable through an ISBN service, on online card catalog, or an  
          online vendor. 
    F.  Internet requirments:  Provide the title, author/playwright, name of website, 

website address, access date, and printout of the home page of the web source 
such as SimplyScripts.com and a printout of the actual script which contains web 
information.  Website and Internet selection that are not copyrighted cannot be 
used. 

2.  Any of the following will prove genre: 
 A.  A Library of Congress Dewey Decimal number classification. 
 B.  A hardcopy with the pages from the selection that show the genre (for 

example a page or two of the play script, the poetry, etc.) 
 C.  A description of an online or card catalog source that explains it is poetry, 

drama or prose. 
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3. The burden of proof for both copyright and genre is on the participant and will 

be checked at the beginning on the first round in each tournament.  If the 
burden of proof is not presented by the student, the judge will note that on the 
master sheet and ballot and the tournament manager will verify proof or 
determine punishment.  The judge does not have the power to disqualify, only 
the ability to bring the issue to the manager.  The tournament manager can 
check possible sources of burden of proof in a variety of ways including talking 
to the student, his or her coach, knowledge of the tournament manager, or 
online verification.  If the burden cannot be found, the manager will then assess 
the penalty which is disqualification. 

4. students do not have to produce burden of proof at the state tournament 
unless the student changes his/her piece between regionals and state. 

Section 3: Length.  Each performance shall be limited to 8 minutes 
Section 4: Choosing and Presenting the Selection 
1. Each contestant shall choose his/her own selection prior to the contest and shall furnish his/her 

own copy of the book or manuscript during each performance. 
2. Selections may not be taken from audio cassettes, video cassettes, /5ΩǎΣ ƻǊ 5±5ΩǎΦ 
3. /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ōŜŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 

school contest. 
4. No contestant may perform material that he/she has written. 
5. ! ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭκ{ǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ Ŏŀǎǘ cannot perform any part of the play or 

individual events selections in any oral interpretation event during the same school year.  (See 
Rule 1 on Page 42 and Rule 1 on Page 43.) 
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6. The following are the only criteria concerning acting that are NOT allowed: 
 a. No costumes, props or stage make-up. 

b. Each contestant must hold script with at least one hand while performing, except in the 
introduction, but one need not look at the script.  PENALTY:  The violation of any of the 
items listed above will result in an automatic rank of 5. 

Section 5: Introduction.   The contestant must introduce the selection with original remarks 
pertinent to the material.  !ǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƎŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ άǘŜŀǎŜǊǎέ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǘŜŀǎŜǊέΣ ǘhe speaker(s) MUST hold the script and in DUO, 
use focal points.  In DUO one or both of the participants must introduce the selection.  
Singing and poetry is legal within any introduction.  Holding the script in the 
introduction is optional.  Comments may also be necessary for transitions if the student 
elects to do several shorter cuttings or items from more than one work.  Such 
comments for introductions and transitions count in the time limit of the selections. 

Section 6: Singing and/or poetry are allowed in the body of any Interpretation Event if they are 
part of the selection as authored. 

 
SPECIFIC ORAL INTERPRETATION RULES 

 
NOTE:  All Oral Interpretation participants must follow Rule 2C.  Burden of Proof, found on Pages 16 and 

17. 
 
SERIOUS PROSE: 
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Selections must be serious prose selections from novels, non-fiction, short stories, essays, biographies, 
autobiographies, diaries and dramatic monologues that are not legal plays.  A script that does not have 
stage directions, whether or not it is noted as a play, is not a legal play under NDHSAA standards. 
 
HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION: 
Humorous selections must be from humorous prose, humorous dramatic interpretation or humorous 
poetry.  Edna Means and other dramatic  monologues that are not legal dramatic interpretation 
selections (do not contain stage directions) are permitted. 
 
DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION: 
Selections must be from a legitimate copyrighted play written for the stage.  Any dramatic monologue 
MUST have stage directions to be legal under NDHSAA standards.  The non-singing portion of musicals is 
also allowed.  Legal humorous drama may be used in this category or humorous interpretation, but a 
participant may NOT use the same selection or parts of it in both categories. 
 
POETRY INTERPRETATION: 
One or more poems may be used.  All poetry in novel or play form must have a designated poetry 
classification in the Dewey Decimal System.  Songs or musical lyrics are considered poetry. 
 
SERIOIUS/HUMOROUS DUO: 
Selections may be from any genre:  drama, prose or poetry. 
a. Adaptations must be copyrighted or have written permission from the publisher and/or 

playwright. 
b. No students may be in two serious or two humorous duos.  A student may enter both categories 

but not with the same partner.  A partner within a duo who has qualified for state prior to the  
P.  19 

regional tournament cannot be excused from the regional tournament and choose another 
partner for the regional tournament unless the original partner shall not compete at the state 
tournament.  PENALTY: DQ 

c. No touching or directly looking at the duo partner is allowed except in the introduction.  Focal 
points must be used. 

d. PENALTY for A and C:  Automatic 5. 
 
NDHSAA Oral Interpretation Ballot (Page 19 ς Sue) 
NDHSAA Dramatic Duo Ballot (Page 20 ς Sue) 
 

All Extemporaneous Events  
ALL EXTEMPORANEOUS EVENTS ς RULES OF CONDUCT 
Disqualification Offenses 

 Participants listening prior to speaking in draw events (they may listen after they have 
spoken) 

 Unsportsmanlike conduct defined as unethical behavior such as distracting another 
contestant while he/she is speaking. 

 Asking someone about the quotation in an Impromptu round 

 Speaking to other extempers before or after each round 

 Making comments about the round after leaving the performance room 

 Leaving prep room early unless specifically to compete in another event 
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GENERAL RULES 
EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEECH  

 
SECTION 1: A.  Entries.  Each school shall be entitled to enter up to 3 students (Class B) and 4 

students (Class A) in the Regional Contest for each of the extemporaneous categories:  
extemporaneous speaking, extemporaneous programmed reading, storytelling, 
impromptu, and radio.  If a student elects a second preparation event, he/she may have 
prep time limited to no less than 30 minutes. 

SECTION 2: A.  Acting:  No costumes, props or stage makeup allowed.  Penalty:  Automatic 5 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ  άextemporaneous speakingέ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ 
speech.  The majority of people, if questioned, will answer that it means speaking without preparation.  
This is not the case.  Neither does extemporaneous speaking imply that style of speaking which is best 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŎŀƭέ ƻǊ άŦƻǊƳŀƭΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ 
ideas are thoroughly organized, but his/her speech is neither read nor memorized.  The speaker is, in 
effect, so well informed on his/her subject that he/she finds no necessity to rely on memorization  nor a 
script. 

  It is this semi-formal style of speaking with its emphasis on the communication of ideas which 
has a place, and an important place, in the speech contest.  It is this style of speaking which prepares the 
students to meet the speaking situations which they will most often encounter in everyday living.  Sales 
managers, teachers, parents at a P.T.A. meeting, architects attempting to acquire a new commission, all 
are meeting the public speaking situation on  this semi-formal basis. 
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  Let us then, aim in the speech contest for the development of skills which will aid the student in 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ 
acquaintances and professional associates through speech. 

SECTION 1:  Selection of Topics 
A. The general extemporaneous speaking topics will be timely and newsworthy issues.  Specific 

extemporaneous topics will be prepared by the NDHSAA and sent directly to the contest 
managers one week before each regional contest. 

B. General extemporaneous speaking topic areas will be printed on the NDHSAA website under 
Speech beginning December 1st and continuing monthly through April 1st. 

NEW 
SECTION 2:  Contest Procedure. 
A. At regionals and state, 21 (Class A) and  30 (Class B) different topics will be used in each round.  

Topics will be chosen from issues of U.S. News and World Report  from November through April 
of the current year. 

B. Each participant shall be called by the draw monitor to the draw desk as per the tournament 
schedule.  Each shall draw 3 topics and choose 1, returning the other 2 to the packet.  Draw time 
starts once the student is called.  He/she may check source files before choosing a topic, but the 
slips shall stay with the draw monitor.  The draw monitor shall keep written record of each 
participant and the topic he/she drew each round.  A participant may NOT use the same topic 
twice and must speak from the chosen topic.  Penalty for an infraction is disqualification. 
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C. Files shall be checked by the draw room monitor at the beginning of a tournament.  Illegal 

materials shall include previously written speeches or outlines and any electronic device.  
Penalty:  Confiscation of illegal materials.  Disqualification shall result if a contestant is detected 
using an electronic device in the preparation/draw area. 

D. The participant may use (any number of) 3 X 5 note cards only.  Size of note cards may be 
enlarged for visually impaired. 

E. No one but participants and tournament personnel are allowed in the draw room.  Participants 
must stay in the room until speaking time.  No contestant may converse with any one else but 
tournament personnel one he/she enters the draw room.  Penalty is immediate disqualification. 

SECTION 3:  Length.  The speech shall be limited to 7 minutes in delivery.  Preparation time should be 60 
minutes.  (Less if student is in two extemporaneous events and comes late for a draw.) 

SECTION 4:  Timing and Signals.  See Page 8, Rule 4. 
 
NDHSAA Extemporaneous Speaking Ballot (Page 23 ς Sue) 
 

EXTEMPORANEOUS PROGRAMMED READING 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩs high schools, a 
division is provided where the student may perform extemporaneously.  This division will provide an 
opportunity for the student to display his/her fundamental knowledge of the skills of reading aloud 
without direction on a specific selection from his speech director. 
SECTION 1:  Selections.  Each contestant shall present one or more selections in a single performance.  
Each contestant must hold his/her script in at least one hand while performing.  Selections shall be 
provided by the manager that are from 8-12 minutes in length.  The NDHSAA will provide all selections 
for Regional and State Managers.  NOTE:  Invitational managers should send titles of selections used in 
their tournament to NDHSAA. 
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 SECTION 2:  Length.  Each contestant shall be limited to 7 minutes including comment, introduction and  
reading.  Preparation time is 60 minutes. 
SECTION 3:  Introduction:  The contestant must introduce the selection(s) with remarks pertinent to the 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ  !ǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƎŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǘŜŀǎŜǊǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ  {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
within any introduction.  Such comments shall count in time limit of the selection.  

SECTION 4:  Contest Procedures 
A. The Regional and State managers will receive from the NDHSAA a script of 

approximately 8-12 minutes in length of the chosen cutting per genre:  Poetry, Serious 
Prose, Humorous Prose.  The manager must prepare the number of copies needed in 
each round.  Selection length should be close in length to the maximum speaking length. 

B. The tournament manager shall choose the general order (Poetry, Humorous, Serious 
Prose) to be used for each round.  Contestants shall draw in 7 minute increments. 

C. All contestants and *judges will be given and shall make a cutting from a copy of the 
same script in each round. 

D. Recommend at invitationals and regional/state tournaments, an additional room be 
provided for Storytelling and EPR.  The additional Draw Monitor may have to be 
provided by a visiting coach.  A proctor shall be assigned by the Contest Manager to 
assure the contestants work alone.  Students must stay in the preparation room until 
they are required to speak in a round of competition.  Coaches, assistant coaches, 
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friends and contestants in other events are not allowed to be in the preparation room 
after the first contestant reports to draw for Round I.  PARTICIPANTS IN ANY 
EXTEMPORANEOUS CATEGORY CANNOT LISTEN TO A ROUND BEFORE THEY HAVE 
PERFORMED.  Penalty:  Disqualification 

E. The same acting rules apply as for Dramatic Interpretation. 
SECTION 5: Timing and Signals.  See Page 8, Rule 4.  
 
NDHSAA Extemporaneous Programmed Reading Ballot (Page 25 ς Sue) 
 

STORYTELLING 
   
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 Storytelling is an ancient and beautiful art form.  Re-telling a story can cut across age barriers 
and hold the interest of listeners.  It has been used to pass on the cultural traditions of ancient tribes 
since the beginning of time.  Therefore, we seek to preserve this valuable form of communication and 
entertainment.  This category will provide an opportunity for the student to display his/her knowledge 
of good storytelling techniques. 
SECTION 1: Length:   The preparation time is limited to 30 minutes and the presentation time is 

limited to seven minutes. 
SECTION 2: Choosing and Presenting the Selection: 
 A.  Participants must stay true to intent and ethnicity of story. 
 B.  A different story will be provided by the tournament manager for each round.  Each 

script shall be from 7 to 9 minutes in length. 
 C.  Each participant shall re-tell the story without benefit of script or notes of any kind. 
 D.  Movement of any kind is not restricted. 
 E.  No costumes, props or stage make-up are allowed. 

F.  Selections may be drawn from such sources as fairy tales, myths, legends,   fables, 
ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
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G.  Students may not listen to storytelling presentations prior to their own storytelling  

performance.  Penalty:  Disqualification. 
H.  The student shall not be required to use an introduction to the story, but shall not be 
penalized for presenting an introduction.  In storytelling, the traditional production is 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƻǊŜƎƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ άƻǇŜƴƛƴƎέ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ 
he/she engages the audience and sets up the story. 

 I.  Different categories of stories should be offered each round such as, but not limited 
to fairy ǘŀƛƭǎΣ ƳȅǘƘǎΣ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀōƭŜǎΣ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

 J.  Judges will be provided a copy of the story they shall be judging. 
 NOTE:  The penalty for an infraction of rules:  A-I ƛǎ ŀƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ CƛǾŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 

ƴƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩs ballot and the Master Ballot. 
 

SECTION 3:  Preparation Room: 
Recommend at invitations and regional/state tournaments, an additional room will be 
provided for Storytelling and EPR.  The additional Draw Monitor may have to be 
provided by a visiting coach. 
 

NDHSAA STORYTELLING BALLOT  (Page 27 ς Sue) 
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IMPROMPTU SPEAKING 
 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 LƳǇǊƻƳǇǘǳ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ άŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ 
based on a quotation.  The objectives of this event are as follows:  1) to promote clarity of 
explanation: 2) to demonstrate the ability to organize thoughts with limited time for preparation and 
3) to demonstrate poise and confidence when speaking. 
 This is a public speaking event, so many of the same outcomes that one expects from 
informative or persuasive speaking apply.  The contestants should be aware of the rules of the event, 
organize the content of the speech, incorporate supporting material into the content, demonstrate a 
command of language, use nonverbal behavior to enhance presentation, and adapt their speaking 
styles to the setting in which they speak. 
SECTION 1: Selection of Quotations 

A. The impromptu topics will be chosen by the tournament managers at their discretion 
(NDHSAA for Regionals/State).  The quotations should be simple and at least one 
sentence in length.  Quotations may be drawn from book collections of quotations, lists 
ƻŦ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ wŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛƎŜǎǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǉǳƻǘŀōƭŜ 
material. 

B. Each section of impromptu speaking needs two quotations which should be different 
from all other sections.  Impromptu uses a different set of quotations for each section.  
Example:  A tournament with two preliminary rounds (4 sections in each preliminary 
round) and a Final Round would require 18 quotations:  2 per section times 4 sections = 
8 plus 2 preliminary rounds = 16 plus two more for the final round = a total of 18. 

NOTE: Students may not enter the room before they are call to begin by the judge.  They may 
not ask any other person what the topics may be!  Penalty:  DQ! 

SECTION 2: Contest Procedure 
 
A. The NDHSAA shall provide the number of quotations needed.  The 2 quotations per 

section should each be placed/printed on a 3 X 5 note card and placed in the Impromptu 
ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ ǇŀŎƪŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ a¦{¢ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ 

 bh¢9Υ  ! ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ά!ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ CƛǾŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
rules in Section 2 and 3. 

B. The students may organize their speeches in any way they choose.  However, there 
should be an introduction, body, and conclusion of some kind. 

C. The intent of this event is not to rely solely upon current events and specific sources for 
supporting materials.  Rather, the student should strive to draw from history, literature, 
songs, drama, and personal illustrations.  Diversity should be rewarded.  For example, 
students who demonstrate some depth in a particular genre of supporting material 
should be rewarded for their understanding and application of it in a speech. 

D. While speaking, the student may use the chosen quotation card (no notes may be 
written on this card) plus one 3 X 5 note card (optional). 

E. The students should be allowed to listen to speakers after them in the speaking order.  
However, students may not listen to speakers ahead of them in the speaking order.  
Penalty:  DQ 

 
SECTION 3: Length and Timing 
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A. Each preliminary judge will be given two quotations on separate NOTE CARDS.  One 

appointed final round judge will be given the two quotation NOTE CARDS.  Time shall 
begin as soon as the participant is handed the cards.  The student may hold the chosen 
note card throughout the speech, BUT NO NOTES may be written on the card. 

B. The student has seven minutes TOTAL in which to prepare and speak.  Usually the 
student should spend less time preparing than speaking.  Generally, a 2-3 minute 
preparation time and a 4-5 minute speech is recommended. 

C. When the timing begins, the judge must announce time in 30 second increments as the 
student uses preparation time.  (Example:  30 seconds, 1 minute, 1 ½ minutes, 2 
minutes, etc.)  When the student begins speaking, the judge or timekeeper should 
provide hand signals in descending order for the amount of time remaining.  (Example:  
If the speaker has 4 ½ minutes remaining, the judge should announce how much time is 
remaining and be timing accordingly.) 

D. Contestants are allowed to finish the sentence they are speaking once the STOP card or 
signal is shown.  Overtime speeches should be indicated ON THE JUDGE BALLOT. 

 Overtime speeches will be dropped one rank in the tab room by the tournament 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΩ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
IMPROMPTU SPEAKING BALLOT  (Page 30-Sue) 
 

RADIO BROADCASTING 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 Radio and televison are the most powerful voices ever known in all the history of mankind.  
Anything so powerful can be abused as well as used wisely.  Our forefathers had only textbooks and 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻf radio and the worldwide 
eyes of television. 
 Student broadcasting is a valuable part of education.  It promotes appreciation of good 
broadcasts and enables one to listen more effectively.  It makes one conscious of good speech-making.  
There are two means of gaining such experience:  by school broadcasts and local-station broadcasts. 
P. 24 
 
SECTION 2. Location and Equipment.  Insofar as possible, partitions should be used to separate the 

participant from the judge.  (The participant must NOT be seen by the judge.) 
SECTION 3. Contest Introduction.  Each contestant shall introduce himself in the following manner:  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ψψψψψψψψψψψψόǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜύΦέ 
SECTION 4. A.    Topic. At the Regional and State Contest the contestant will draw wire copy to 

prepare in a 30-minute period before speaking.  The NDHSAA will supply wire copy to 
each manager for this portion of the broadcast. 
The prepared original commentary will follow immediately after the extemporaneous 
portion of the presentation.  The commentary must be ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
recommended that it be persuasive.  The content of the commentary cannot be used in 
any other speech or in any previous regional or state tournament.  NOTE:  If source 
material is used, sources must be cited or disqualification would ensue as outlined in 
Section 2, on page 32.  (Refer to Rule 2 on Page 8). 
For the extemporaneous portion of broadcasting, the material shall be AP wire copy and 
shall be one uniform set for each round.  All contestants will receive a copy of the same 
copy each round which shall contain portions of international, national and state news, 
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weather and sports.  A different set of wire copy shall be used each round.  Copy should 
be current. 
B.   The Contest Manager shall appoint an adult proctor for the preparation period to 
assure that the contestants work alone.  Students may not leave this preparation room 
until it is time to speak in the round of competition.  Contestants must leave briefcases, 
etc. with the proctor at the preparation room. 

Participants in any extemporaneous category cannot listen to a round before they have performed.  
PENALTY:  Disqualification 

 C.   Timing.  The contestant and judge are each responsible for keeping time.  (Official 
time will be kept by the judge.)  The transition between the Extemporaneous portion 
and the Commentary portion must be counted and timed as part of the Commentary.  
9·!at[9Υ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΧέΣ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴŘέ 
starts the new 3 minute segment. 

SECTION 5. Length. The minimum time for each portion of this category is 2 minutes 45 seconds, 
and the maximum time is 3 minutes plus the entire speaker time cannot be less than 5 ½ 
minutes, nor more than 6 minutes.  A contestant can only be dropped one rank for over 
or under time even if there was a time violation in both portions.  Preparation time is 30 
minutes. 

SECTION 6. Each judge must be given the wire copy used in the section he/she will judge. 
 
NDHSAA RADIO BROADCASTING BALLOT ς (Page 33 ς Sue) 
 

SPEECH TO INFORM 
(MAY NOT BE PERSUASIVE) 

 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 The primary form of public speaking encountered by most people is that of explaining 
something to a group of people.  The purpose of the Speech to Inform event is to prepare students for 
the job of explaining things to live audiences.  Thus, a Speech to Inform is an original, factual speech on a  
 
P. 25 
 
realistic subject.  The speech must be so constructed and delivered that the aim and effect of the speech 
is to inform the audience. 
 The Speech to Inform can be about a historical event, a process, a significant fact, a method of 
doing something, a scientific truth:  anything worth explaining.  The student should realize that 
explaining something clearly is one of the most difficult things to do in a speaking situation and should 
carefully organize his/her speech and use supporting examples to insure that the audience understand 
him/her.  The speech should be well prepared, but this does not prevent the speaker from adjusting the 
speech during its presentation to reach the audience more effectively. 
SECTION 1.   Entries.  Each school shall be entitled to 3 entries in Class B, 4 in Class A in the Regional 

Contest. 
SECTION 2. Selection:  The speech shall be written by the contestant and shall not have been used 

by him/her at any previous regional or state tournament.  An infraction of this rule shall 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘΩǎ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ  ό{ŜŜ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ 
Persuade) 

 PLAGIARISM:  See Speech to Persuade, Section 2. 
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SECTION 3. Length. The speech shall be limited to eight minutes in delivery. 
SECTION 4. Timing and Signals:  See Page 8, Rule 4. 
SECTION 5. Visual Aids Restrictions (Visual Aids Optional): 
 A.   Visual aids shall be limited to tag or poster board only. 

Original Speeches:  It shall be optional to use a script and/or multiple note cards 
in Speech-to-Persuade, Speech-to-Inform and Speech-to-Entertain.  Pictures or 
computer produced materials on tag/poster board is acceptable. 
EXCEPTION:  The size of the note card may be larger for the visually impaired if 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

B. The purpose of the visual aid should be to enhance interest and/or add clarity of 
ideas in the speech.  Visual aids should be secondary to the oral portion of the  

 speech. 
C. Visual aids should be clear in design, contain information or drawings pertinent 

to the speech, and be visible from a distance of twenty to thirty feet.  
 

SECTION 6.          A. No props may be allowed with the exception of poster board.  (Props including      
hats, hand props, etc., are not allowed.)  

 B. The content of this speech cannot be used in any other speech. 
 C. No audio aids allowed. 

SECTION 7. A student may not use the fundamentals of persuasion in the speech-to-inform.  One 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ aƻƴǊƻŜΩǎ aƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ {ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  !ǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ 
need, satisfaction, visualization.  Also, a speaker may not use the solution portion of the 
problem, cause solution method or the comparative advantages method, etc. 

 
NDHSAA Speech to Inform Ballot (Page 35 ς Sue) 
 

SPEECH TO PERSUADE 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

       The world is always ready to listen to the one who has something to say and knows how to say it 
well.  Our primary goal is to prepare students for performance in real-life situations.  Students must be  
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ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ άŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘέ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  hǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
arouse an interest in contemporary speaking. 
 The choice and sequence of words, as well as ideas, is established prior to the delivery of the 
speech.  Generally speaking, the entire speech is written, rewritten, revised and rewritten in the process 
of its development.  Finally, with the script in acceptable form, the skillful speaker will memorize the 
sequence of ideas, the main words and phrases ς but not the entire speech.  In this way the student 
insures saying those things he/she intends to say but allows freedom to adjust the speech, in its delivery 
to the audience. 
SECTION 1: Entries.  Each school shall be entitled to 3 entries in Class B, 4 in Class A in the Regional 

Contest. 
SECTION 2: Selection.  The speech-to-persuade speech shall be a speech to persuade or convince 

and should not be confused with the speech-to-inform.  The speech should be organized 
so the judge can easily detect persuasion in the speech.  The speech shall be written by 
the contestant and shall not have been used by him/her at any previous regional or 




